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Abstract 

This seminar will provide an overview of biological oceanography research conducted by the 
Korea Polar Research Institute (KOPRI) in the western Arctic Ocean, with a particular focus 
on our recent research activities and field observations. I will introduce the major biological 
oceanography research programs conducted during the 2026 Arctic expedition, including the 
research activities and observations carried out during the cruise in August 2026. 

KOPRI, together with researchers from Korean universities and international partner 
institutions, conducts Arctic research across eight major research areas. Within KOPRI's 
biological oceanography research program, my research focuses on zooplankton, benthic 
organisms, and fishery resources. Korea is also a Contracting Party to the Central Arctic 
Ocean Fisheries Agreement (CAOFA) and participates in international collaborative research 
under the Joint Program of Scientific Research and Monitoring (JPSRM). In this context, we 
conduct research and monitoring on Arctic fishery resources and their associated prey 
organisms. I will introduce these research activities and highlight some of the fishery 
resources and other marine organisms collected during the expedition. 

Finally, I will present our field activities, recent research outcomes, and future research plans 
for biological oceanography and marine ecosystem research in the western Arctic Ocean. 
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